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MEMORANDUM FOR: 



Mr. Cummlng 



I attach the original of a memorandum from 
Mr. cmith to Mr. Merchant, June 25, suggesting that 
an urgent special NIK be undertaken in correction 
with time phased proposals which might be submitted 
at the Geneva conference. 

EUR fully agrees as to the urgent desirability 
of this study as well as with the terms of reference 
proposed for- it. Consequently, we hope that it will 
be possible for you to undertake this promptly. 
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Berlin Moratorium 
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June 25, 1959 
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TO: EUR - Mr. Merchant 
PROM: S/P - Gerard. C. Smj£ 
SUBJECT: Berlin Moratorium \)' 
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At the Secretary's meeting yesterday I was struck 
by the differing viewB on the Free World -Communist 
Empire balance likely to prevail two and a half years 
hence. This seems to me one of the crucial issues in 
deciding whether to seek a two and a half year Berlin 
moratorium or a new but more permanent Berlin arrange- 
ment. If the Free World — or, more precisely, the 
anti-Communist coalition -- will be stronger relative 
to the Communist empire in 1962 than it is today, then 
a moratorium could be in our interest; if we are going 
to be weaker, a moratorium could be dangerous. 

I. suggest that we ask Hugh Cummlng to initiate an 
urgent special NIE to clarify this iBsue. The key ques- 
tion to be answered is "Would the US and its allies be 
in a better or worse position to negotiate over Berlin 
in 1962 than in 1959?" 

In order to answer this question, the USIB would 
have to consider inter alia the effect on the West 
Berliners and the world generally of Allied agreement in 
1959 to a two and a half year Berlin moratorium. Would 
this be regarded as an Allied victory or defeat? How 
would the West Berliners react to the certain prospect 
of another round on Berlin in 1962? 
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